point of chemotherapy. Unfortunately, though remarkable accomplishments have been achieved in the general field of infectious diseases, chemotherapy of tuberculosis has not had the same degree of success. The need for a specific anti-tubercular drug is as great as ever.
As a result of extensive experimental investigations and intensive research programme, it has been possible to synthesize various compounds having tuberculostatic properties (Rist et al, 1940;  Lehmann, 1946; Domagk, 1950) and to detect the presence of anti-tubercular activity in a variety of compounds of both synthetic and natural origin (Rake, 1949; Steenken and Wolinsky, 1950; Editorial, 1950 Editorial, , 1951 .
Great interest is now being evinced in the active principles of plant origin possessing anti-tubercular properties. Ayurvedic literature mentions quite a number of plants and plant products as being useful in tuberculosis (Kirtikar and Basu, 1933) . Such (Sirsi, 1951 ). Patrick's medium (Gradwohl, 1948) The paraffin-sealed inoculated tubes were incubated at 37?C. and were examined on 14th, 21st and 28th day. Table I gives the results observed.
It will be noticed that at the end of 14 days complete inhibition of growth is maintained by cepharanthine at 5 n g./cc., while P.A.S. needs only 1.0 (i g./cc. Partial inhibition by cepharanthine is observed and by P.A.S. at 2 g./cc. and 0.5 n g./cc. respectively. [March, 1952 (Sirsi, 1951) .
The weight response, the average survival time, the gross macroscopic lesions, the number of tubercle bacilli and the type of histopathology were all taken into account in assessing the chemotherapeutic value of the drug. [March, 1952 anti-tubercular drug for the past ten years is investigated.
In vitro tuberculostatic activity is determined and minimal inhibitory concentration is found to be 2 ju.g./cc.
In vivo activity is tested in experimental tuberculosis in mice. The alkaloid tested in two-dosage levels is found to be ineffective in controlling the disease process in mice.
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